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Announcement 


On January Ist we move to larger quarters, corner 
Burgundy and Touro streets in the center of New Or- 
leans. This building, formerly occupied by the Canal 
Bank (now in liquidation) is modern in every respect 
and quite convenient for our customers who wish to 
pay us a visit. 


We wish to express our appreciation to the Libraries 
of Louisiana who have so loyally supported our library 
bindery during the past two years and extend to you 
all a very cordial invitation to visit us in our beautiful 
new home. 


Our production department will be interrupted 
very slightly due to moving and you may continue your 
shipments to us as usual. 


Merry Christmas Kuvernbodn 
5 
PELICAN BOOK AND BINDERY HOUSE 


2001 Burgundy Street 4 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Deeds--- Not Words 


By Essat MartHa CULVER 
President, American Library Association 


» New Mexico today seems so peaceful compared with other parts of the world, and 
even with centers in our own country where there is feverish activity in preparation for 
ational defense. But in order to keep any peace anywhere in this war-torn world, we in 
his country are going to have to give every bit of intelligence we have to maintain our 
faceful American way of life. Change is inevitable, but what is ahead for us depends 
in our ability to do some straight thinking and intelligent acting. 
| Several weeks ago I met with an Executive Board Committee to try and find out what 
Part libraries should play in the national defense program. I shall have to confess to you 
Thad not done much straight thinking on that subject up to that time. In two days 
Committee enlarged to include Mr. Spaulding of the Federal Relations Committee, 
$ Currin of School Library Section, and Mr. MacLeish, Librarian of Congress, con- 
red with representatives of the Army, Navy, Office of Education, W.P.A., N.Y.A., 
WL., and the Division of Cultural Relations of the Department of State. We learned 
Wf the part books are playing in the orientation of the child refugees here from England 
the plans for extending the library services in the Navy through the organization never 
Seontinued since the last war; of the plan for camp libraries for the Army when the 
700,000 men are called out for training; of another group being recruited for industry 
ere book needs may be more acute in the training of 3000 mechanics and 7000 pilots 
fair service. We heard of the effort that will be made to help boys find the work they 
Ke and are best fitted for through the training opportunities offered by the vocational 
the N.Y.A., W.P.A., and the C.C.C. 


_ montage aire the Southwestern Library Association meeting, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
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The statement, however, that impressed 
me most was made by a high-up Army off- 
cial after listening for some time to the varied 
activities calling for the aid of books. He 
said, as he saw it, the most important func- 
tion libraries have to perform is to help create 
an informed citizenship which will in turn 
support the Government. The Government 
provides an army and a navy, but the people 


form the government, and unless they are . 


informed on the advantages of a democracy 
over a dictatorship, they may say as did a 
man who refused to register—that they do 
not believe in it because there is nothing in 
this country worth defending. The citizens 
of this country are its First Line of Defense. 

No other agency can reach as many citizens 
with the opportunity for information as the 
free public library. This is no time, how- 
ever, to sit at a desk and wait for the oppor- 
tunity—we must go out to meet it. We must 
survey our own community and see what and 
where the need for service is, for every state 
has its own problems, determined by location, 
resources, etc. Not all states have shipbuild- 
ing yards, not all have large industrial. centers 
or concentration training camps, so you must 
look around you. One of the great seeds 
discovered by an A. L. A. committee was for 
book lists. The Morhardt list was highly 
praised and arrangements were made for 
others to be issued soon. You have read your 
A. L. A. Bulletin, so I shall not go on con- 
cerning needs already being provided. What 
concerns me greatly is the lack of public 
library facilities in our great Southwest and 
what we are going to do about it. A library 
map of the United States which I saw re- 
cently showed that in 

4 of our Southwest States from 60 to 
80% of the population were without 
public libraries. 

1 state showed 20 to 40° without libra- 
ries. 

1 state showed over 80°, without libra- 
ries. 

I chose the theme “Deeds—not Words” 
because the time has come when as state and 
regional associations we must do something 
about it. This is the concern of every libra- 
rian who is a citizen—not just public libra- 





rians, and of every trustee and city, county 
and state official. I was proud of our Presi- 
dent last night when she stated so emphati- 
cally the necessity for the whole library pro- 
fession to work for this development in 


unserved areas. We need to develop strong 
state leadership before we can go very far in 
strengthening existing libraries or establishing 
new ones adequately supported. In the days 
to come every public expense will have to be 
justified by results. We need more effective 
publicity to convince Mr. John Citizen of 
what the library can do for men and govern- 
ment if he has not experienced benefits him- 
self. What shall we do about it here and 
now? 

I hope the Extension Committee, with 
funds for a program, can be continued, that 
state planning will go forward steadily, re- 
sulting in many county and regional libraries 
where none now exist. 

We all have full-time jobs, but the busiest 
people usually do the world’s work and every 
one has his contribution to make. Let's not 
go back home and continue the even tenor of 
our ways. Let’s mobilize public opinion and 
help from every possible source. 

Let no one say or think his community or 
state cannot afford more funds for libraries, 
as I heard a trustee say a short time ago. Our 
job is to make libraries so important that no 
group will think they can afford to do with- 
out them. The very fact that there are more 
automobiles than books in some states ought 
to convince anyone that it is not the expens 
but public demand that has brought this 
about, and that attractive publicity plays 4 
large part in it. This points the way to this 
one element of every program that should not 
be overlooked—Where no library service 
ists, how else can the public be informed 
except by good publicity? Publicity, how 
ever, must be localized. Canned goods afe 
not so desirable or effective. 

Every individual state must have two 
things—a Plan and a Leadership. A plao 
without leadership gets nowhere, and a leacer 
without a plan or vision accomplishes little 
With these two things, backed by our stile 
and regional associations, we can have # 
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in 
= magnificent accomplishment to report at our tempting at such a crisis to consider the 
etl next meeting. whole cultural work of a borough or dis- 
Mussolini’s paper says we are the “most trict as a luxury which can with good 
~ ignorant of the White Race.” The next few patriotic reason be foregone till peace is 
in years may show II Duce the citizenship of restored. 
rong this country is far more intelligent than he “The gravity of war has been brought 
ar in knows—even if we do not read his news- home to this land during the past weeks 
hing papers, because we read authoritative books with a force that has not been felt for 
days rather than propaganda. generations, perhaps never before in our 
10 be May I close by reading what appeared re- history. Such days enforce a serious habit 
ctive cently in the LONDON TIMES SUPPLE- of mind, and millions may be ready to 
n of MENT ?— study questions that they had before ig- 
vern- “A memorandum has been issued by the nored or only superficially considered. For 
him- Board of Education urging upon all public them the provision of books on such topics 
» and library authorities the importance of main- as politics, sociology, philosophy, and re- 
taining their work, and indeed where ligion which the public libraries are able 
with necessary extending it, at the present time. to make is an invaluable boon. Everything 
, that It is stated that library facilities are one of should be done to widen, and not to re- 
y, fe the benefits which the Minister of Labour strict, this service. The librarian should 
raries is anxious to secure for the welfare of in- be regarded as a public servant of high 
dustrial workers; in war-time. Both Minis- importance, not as a mere minister of 
usiest tries are to be applauded for a recommen- amenities that can be dispensed with in 
| every dation which is timely and perspicacious. the more momentous hours of the people’s 
t's not Local authorities all over the country are destiny, and all possible private and public 
nor of pressed to reduce unnecessary expenditure support should be given to enable this vital 
ym and in these days, and in various coastal areas national service to be maintained.” 
where there has been exacuation or heavy Let us hope and pray that we may not have 
nity of reduction of visitors and residents the need to experience what England now endures to 
braries, for the most drastic economies has become bring us to a realization of what library 
y. Our a matter of terrible urgency. It is only too service can and should mean to our country. 
that no 
0 with- 
e more 7 * . : + 
oe School Libraries in Louisiana 
expens 
ht this By Sur Hertey 
a Supervisor of School Libraries, Louisiana Department of Education 
r to this 
yuld not From: Education in the United States of The next age group is supplied with an 
vice ¢& America. Bulletin 1939. Misc. No. 3. abundance of simple books about subjects 
nformed U. S. Department of the Interior. Office that interest them. These books aid in 
y, how of Education. acquiring reading techniques, supply de- 
gods are “Libraries in elementary and secondary sired information, and have recreational 
schools today are organized and staffed for value. The intermediate grades have a 
sve two the purpose of supplying books and mate- supply of readable books, and learn the use 
A plan tials to teachers and pupils that will sup- of reference materials. .. . The junior high 
a leader plement and enrich the curriculum. The school members have a wide variety of 
res little. youngest children find well-produced pic- books and learn to use indexes to periodi- 
our stale ture books that are of aesthetic or practical cals and more difficult reference books. 
have @ value and also stimulate the need for be- The senior high school students read many 





coming acquainted with the printed page. 





adult books that are within their interest 
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range, use still more reference books, and 
often make selected bibliographies for sub- 
jects studied. ... 
“It is the responsibility of the librarian to 
assist teachers and students in making the 
best possible use of the resources of the 
school library. . . . This responsibility in- 
cludes guidance in evaluation and appre- 
ciation of books and reading that extends 
even beyond school life. Evaluation and 
appreciation of books are encouraged 
through usable and attractive library quar- 
ters. Informal looking at books and pic- 
tures, informal conversation by children, 
teachers, and librarians about books, library 
story-telling, and book displays are means 
used successfully in many school libraries 
with young children. Children often enjoy 
the motivation of book clubs . . . or school 
papers. Boys and girls of junior high 
school age are sometimes guided through 
a vocational, hobby, or hero interest to 
write and discuss book values. Senior high 
school students profit through guided dis- 
cussion and writing about magazines, 
books, and book reviews that help them to 
establish criteria which they can use in 
their reading and purchase of books. Such 
are the purposes and services of school 
libraries as they function today in many 
school communities.” 
This statement, I believe, is a well-put sum- 
mary of the school library program as it is 
conceived in Louisiana today for elementary 
and secondary levels. Types of library ad- 
ministration may differ with the situation in 
which the library or book collection is found, 
and with the size of the school, but the ob- 
jectives stated above are attainable in any 
situation where are found the three essen- 
tials: the child, an adequacy of books, and 
a librarian, teacher-librarian, or teacher-cus- 
todian to interpret the book collection. 
These objectives have been and are, a part 
of Louisiana’s school library program. School 
librarians and teachers have been given op- 
portunity to become aware of the standard 
book selection aids which are essential in 
making discriminating choices for book pur- 


chase from the great mass of material that 


issues from the presses today. The Standard 


Catalog for High School Libraries or the 
Children’s Catalog has been furnished to 
practically every school in Louisiana where 
one was not already owned. Certainly these 
two standard aids are available in every par- 
ish. Beust’s Graded List of Books for Chil- 
dren has been sent gratis from the State 
Department of Education to each elementary 
school, together with a Supplementary list 
which was a special Louisiana reprint of 
Booklist Books for the three years subsequent 
to the appearance of Miss Beust’s list. 

In order to provide an adequacy of book 
materials for each school, the State, in 1937, 
undertook a program of State aid to school 
libraries, which was commendable for the 
amount of money allocated and the liberal 
terms of availability of this sum to the par- 
ishes. Each year for three years, from 
$250,000 to $300,000 was spent for school 
library books. No matching of sums was 
required of the parishes; title selection was 
initiated by the individual school, and the 
title selected was denied only when that title 
was not found to be listed on reputable lists 
or favorably reviewed. The first year’s ex- 
penditure was on the basis of need, since the 
first aim of the program was to bring schools 
everywhere in Louisiana to the State mini- 
mum requirement in library materials. The 
next two years saw the allocation of money 
on the basis of school enrollment. 

To maintain this book collection in good 
physical condition, the State Department of 
Education has undertaken for the past four 
years the sponsorship of a State-wide WPA 
Bookbinding Project, by which, at a very low 
cost to the parish board, titles with merit 
have been rebound, periodicals bound into 
volumes, and protective covers made for i- 
dividual issues of magazines. This program 
has made it possible for each school’s book 
collection to be maintained in excellent phy- 
sical condition. 

Instruction in the use of books and libra 
ries is a part of the State curriculum, sinc 
twelve lessons are required of a high school 
which meets the State standards. Integration 
of this instruction with actual assignments 
is urged whenever practical. A mumee 
graphed set of outlines for this instruction, 








a tee be 


F#He3S2-=2 | 





LE 


he 
to 
ere 
ese 
ar- 
hil- 
‘ate 
ary 
list 
of 
lent 





ook 
937, 
hool 
the 
eral 
par- 
from 
chool 
was 
was 
1 the 
t title 
> lists 
"§ ex 
ce the 
chools 
mini- 
The 


money 


| good 
ent of 
st four 
WPA 
ry low 
. merit 
id into 
for in- 
rogram 
v1 book 
nt phy- 


id libra- 
n, since 
h school 
egration 
gnments 
mimeo 
truction, 















LovIsIaANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


if 7 





compiled by a joint committee of the LTA 
and the LLA has been placed in the hands of 
each high-school librarian in the State. The 
chairman of the committee was Miss Ella V. 
Aldrich of Louisiana State University. 

Observance of Book Week and other occa- 
sions for the promotion of library materials 
has sharpened appreciation of books at hand, 
and stimulated awareness of a reading pro- 
gram. 

Negro schools are served in most of the 
parishes by circulating libraries, housed in 
the parish training school, with books cir- 
culated in packing cases which become book 
shelves when opened. Negro schools in New 
Orleans are served from five centers, these 
centers located so that each school not so 
designated can have fairly convenient access 
to library materials. 

Some trends for the future seem clearly 
indicated. The State plans to continue a 
program of State aid, with increased em- 
phasis, perhaps, on a continued budgeting of 
parish funds also for financial support of 
school libraries. Plans are for a continuation 
of the WPA Bookbinding Project. Elemen- 
tary school libraries are receiving attention 
and thought. The Library Committee of the 
LTA has for some years concerned itself with 
clementary school libraries, and this year’s 
report, printed in the October issue of 
Louisiana Schools, has crystallized the thought 
of the preceding committees into concretely 
proposed standards. 

Winnfield has established a library which 
serves all grades of the elementary school; 
there is an elementary school library in Bas- 


trop; there are other examples over the State; 
and in many cases the high-school librarian 
is also undertaking or has undertaken super- 
vision over the collection which serves the 
elementary grades. Miss Evelyn Peters, libra- 
rian of the professional library which serves 
Orleans Parish, is heading a program of cen- 
tralization of library resources in the upper 
grades, or those organized departmentally, 
in the schools of that Parish. In some in- 
stances, a library for the entire school is 
organized. 

School librarians realize that the effective- 
ness of a library is in proportion to teacher 
awareness of library content and of library 
possibilities. Therefore a conscious effort 
will be made to augment librarian-teacher 
cooperation, through librarian analysis of 
library content for the teacher, when needed, 
and through the development of devices by 
the use of which curriculum enrichment with 
library materials can be effected. A course 
for teachers in the use of the library as a 
tool of instruction, offered in our teacher- 
training institutions, could do much to 
strengthen service by the library to the school. 

The recent assignment of audio-visual edu- 
cation to the Library Division of the State 
Department of Education will bring about, 
I believe, a desirable enlargement of school 
library resources. Audio-visual materials, 
subject as they are to circulation, belong in 
a library, and with their acquisition, the 
school library moves toward the fulfillment 
of its function as a live and lively place for 
pupil exploration, experimentation and 
growth. 





Southwestern Library Association 
Tenth Biennial Conference 


Librarians of the six Southwestern states 
met October 2nd-Sth in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico for the Southwestern Library Asso- 
clation’s tenth biennial conference, which was 
opened with Miss Agnes D. Crawford, As- 
‘stant National Director, Library Section, 


A, presenting “WPA Statewide Library 
ice Projects,” 


The 500th anniversary of printing in the 
New World was honored at the second gen- 
eral session with addresses by Haniel Long, 
Writers’ Editions, Inc., on “The Press in the 
Southwest” and Dr. George P. Hammond, 
University of New Mexico, on “The Signifi- 
cance of Foreign Archives for Southwestern 
History.” National defense and defense 
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training education shared the session with 
Miss Essae M. Culver, President of the 
American Library Association and South- 
western’s own past president, speaking on 
“Deeds—Not Words.” 

Latin America was the subject for the 
third general session. Dr. Lewis Hanke, 
Director of the Hispanic Foundation, Library 
of Congress, gave a stimulating “Plain Talk 
about Latin America.” Dr. Rodolfo O. Ri- 
vera, Executive Assistant, ALA Committee 
on Library Cooperation with Latin America, 
presented “Cooperation Among the Libraries 
of the Western Hemisphere.” “Books and 
Authors in Central America” was the subject 
chosen by Dr. Albert R. Lopes, University 
of New Mexico. “Folklore of the Spanish 
Southwest” by Mrs. Nina Otero-Warren, an 
author of Santa Fe and a member of an old 
New Mexican family, brought out the simi- 
larity and difference between the Spanish- 
American, Anglo and Indian folk tales, reli- 
gion, drama and folk songs. 

The fourth general session was devoted to 
children’s work. Mrs. Elizabeth B. Hamil- 
ton, Editor of Children’s Books, Harcourt 
Brace & Company, spoke on “I Like This 
Book Because—.” Miss Jasmine Britton, 
Director, Library and Textbook Section, Los 
Angeles Board of Education, took the sub- 
ject “What is the Place of the Library in the 
Modern School?” and Mrs. Frances Clarke 
Sayers, Lecturer in Library Work with Chil- 
dren, University of California School of Li- 
brarianship, made a plea for “Not Less But 
More.” 

The business meeting followed over which 
President Dorothy Amann, Librarian, South- 
ern Methodist University, Dallas, presided. 
Resolutions “approving a segregation of Fed- 
eral Aid for Libraries from the bill for Fed- 
eral Aid to Education, if such segregation 
will aid the library cause” and petitioning the 
American Library Association “that it hold 


only biennial meetings and that in years 
when the ALA is not meeting its support and 
assistance should go to regional meetings,” 
were passed. ; 

Highlights of the social functions were a 
luncheon after which Paul Horgan, well- 
known author and Librarian of the New 
Mexico Military Institute, presented new in- 
formation about “The Prairie Voyager; 
Josiah Gregg, Southwest Chronicler”; a 
poetry tea, at which Witter Bynner, Santa 
Fe post, and Fray Angelico Chavez, native 
poet-priest of Pefia Blanca, read some of their 
poetry; another luncheon, with Mrs. Franc 
J. Newcomb, Albuquerque author giving an 
illustrated talk on “Navajo Sand Paintings,” 
followed by Indian dances by Blue Sky Eagle, 
an Acoma Indian. 

A Friends of the Library banquet brought 
the Conference to a close with Mr. William 
H. Carlson, Librarian, University of Arizona, 
and Mrs. Louise H. Coe, President Pro Tem- 
pore, New Mexico State Senate as speakers 
on “Library Philanthropy” and “Library Sup- 
port” in the Southwest. 

Freda A. Conrad, Retiring Secretary 


New Officers of Southwestern Library 
Association for 1940-1942 
President: Mr. Robert J. Usher, Librarian, 

Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane 
University, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Ist Vice-President: Mr. Ralph Hudson, State 


Librarian, Oklahoma State Library, Okla - 


homa City, Okla. 

2nd Vice-President: Miss Mary E. Brindley, 
Reference Librarian, University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Secretary: Miss Emma Lee, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Rosenberg Library, Galveston, 
Texas. 

Treasurer: Mr. Harry N. Peterson, Libra- 
rian, Fort Worth Public Library, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 





Lousiana Library Commission 


Four more demonstration libraries have be- 
come parish libraries, locally supported, since 
the Bulletin last appeared. 


Morehouse parish on September 17 voted 
a one mill tax with a favorable property vor 
of more than three to one and a popular vote 
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of five to one. Natchitoches, Terrebonne and 
Jackson parishes on November 5 also voted 
one mill taxes. 

Jackson had failed to pass the tax in April, 
when Winn voted to keep its library, but 


popular demand in the former parish re- 
sulted in a several months’ continuation of 
the services with local bodies paying expenses 
until another tax could be voted on. 
time the popular vote for was 423 with as- 
sessed valuation of $275,151, while the vote 
against was 331 with assessments of $267,375. 
The tax passed in Natchitoches by a property 
vote of $1,157,940 for and $862,800 against, 
while the popular vote was 682 for, 366 
against. In Terrebonne, where the tax was 
voted on the anniversary of the library’s open- 
ing in 1939, the vote was 905 for, with assess- 
ments of $1,116,245, and 153 against, with 
assessments of $278,638. 

The voting of the taxes in these parishes 
brings the number of parishes which have 
passed taxes for library services this year to 
six as Winn passed a one mill tax in April, 
and Concordia, voting in January on its third 
library tax since its establishment in 1928, 
unanimously voted to increase funds devoted 
to library support from three-fourths of a 
mill to one mill. 

This record is a fitting one for the fifteenth 
anniversary year of the Louisiana Library 
Commission, sponsor and director of the 
demonstrations. 

The newest demonstration, in Bossier, re- 
ports continued progress and an enthusiastic 
reception by people all over the parish. In 
a month’s time, the headquarters and four 
branches had been opened, 17 bookmobile 
stops established, and 1325 borrowers regis- 
tered. 

The open forums held in the headquarters 
branch are attended by interested groups, 
and at the first one, on fire prevention, 13 
people were present, including the fire chief 
and his assistant. In the Haughton branch, 

Postmistress urges all those who come for 
their mail to drop by the library and check 
out one of the “many good books they have 
there,” while one of the rural route carriers 


asked for a copy of the schedule of the book- 


This ° 


mobile, in order to tell his people when to 
meet it. 

The commission’s executive secretary, Miss 
Essae M. Culver, has appeared before numer- 
ous groups over the nation this year in her 
capacity as president of the American Library 
Association. Speaking before the South- 
eastern Library association in Savannah, Ga., 
in October, Miss Culver stressed the impor- 
tance of libraries in the national defense pro- 
gram. Libraries must and will play an in- 
tegral part in national defense by giving 
information that will combat subversive prop- 
aganda and educate the people in the Ameri- 
can way of life, she declared. When Nazi 
forces destroyed the French libraries and 
burned their books, they were demonstrating 
their fear of books as sources of culture, 
wisdom and independent thought. This, she 
said, is an argument for Americans to con- 
sider and from which to deduce the value of 
books in maintaining the national life and 
beliefs. 

Miss Culver also addressed the American 
Country Life association meeting in Lafa- 
yette, Ind., early in November. 

Meeting in the Library commission offices 
on November 23, parish and regional libra- 
rians from twelve parishes discussed organi- 
zation and development problems of para- 
mount importance to the future of the state 
library program. 

Bossier, Caddo, Concordia, East Baton 
Rouge, Jackson, Morehouse, Natchitoches, 
Richland, Sabine, Terrebonne, Webster, and 
Winn parishes were represented at the con- 
ference, one of a series planned for the year 
by the library commission. 

Miss Culver, who presided, opened the 
discussion of the scope of present library 
service available to rural schools where parish 
libraries are operating. Because of recent 
discussion regarding the legality of parish 
school boards’ contributing to the mainte- 
nance of parish libraries, extension of library 
school services may be necessarily curtailed 
in future parish libraries, if school boards 
are unable to contribute to the support of 

the parish library systems. Cooperation with 
school boards in establishing the type of 
library school service desired in various par- 
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ishes has been stressed in library demonstra- 
tions and maintained in permanent parish 
libraries. 

Much interest centered on the round table 
discussion of ways and means of promoting 
close cooperation with school authorities in 
future library expansion in rural areas. Con- 
sideration of the interpretation of high school 
library standards in terms of public library 
service as outlined by the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools in- 
cluded the topics of books, periodicals, libra- 
rian, appropriation, organization and equip- 
ment. It is significant that upon the adoption 
of the recommendations submitted to the 
Southern Association, the following state- 
ment was issued: “It has been demonstrated 
that adequate library service to both com- 
munities and schools can be given economi- 
cally and effectively by means of centralized 
administration from a municipal, county, or 
larger regional library when properly fi- 
nanced and adequately administered by 
trained personnel.” 

Discussion revealed that many school au- 
thorities recognize the advisability of a cen- 
tralized book collection in a well-organized 
parish library system, rather than maintain- 
ing static classroom collections, and that 
children and teachers depend considerably on 
the library to supply duplicate and supple- 
mentary material required in the progressive 
methods of teaching. This is especially true 
in the smaller communities because of the in- 
ability to employ adequately trained libra- 
rians. 

It was the consensus of the librarians pres- 
ent that the progress of complete library 
service in Louisiana parishes is dependent 
upon continued support and close cooperation 
of school authorities. 

Miss Sue Hefley, state supervisor of school 
libraries, expressed the desire to be of assis- 
tance in the school library development pro- 
gram, and will serve with a committee to 
study the status and need of school library 
service in its close relation to the parish 
library system. 

Miss Mary W. Harris, director of the 
parish and regional department, in stressing 
the importance of professional planning, ad- 


vocated consideration of proper apportion- 
ment of time to administrative duties and the 
delegation of minor responsibility to assis- 
tants. The place of attractive book displays 
in a well-organized library program was 
pointed out, especially those in keeping with 
holidays and seasons of the year. 

Attention was directed toward a book col- 
lection recently acquired by the Library Com- 
mission from publishers, which will form 
the nucleus of a traveling exhibit of 175 
books which will be sent to the parish libra- 
ries for short exhibition periods. 

Miss Sarah I. Jones, supervisor of the state- 
wide Works Projects Administration library 
project, who works closely with the com- 
mission in planning library development, 
spoke of training classes for branch custo- 
dians to acquaint the workers with duties 
and routines of library operation. Such 
training results in greater library interest on 
the part of untrained personnel and in a 
desired enthusiastic feeling for books. It also 
enables W. P. A. workers to improve the 
type of service which they are able to give 
in community library work. 

Considering the demands of the general 
public in this time of national preparedness, 
Miss Culver stated that “Rural libraries are 
one of the first lines of defense,” and that 
rural library collections will be called upon 
constantly to supply material pertinent to the 
rapidly changing economic and social scene. 

An exhibit of rare Louisiana books in the 
library commission during National Book 
Week aroused much interest and brought 
numbers of visitors to the commission. In- 
cluded in the display were bound copies of 
the “Saint Michel, Journal Hebdomadaire, 
Litteraire et Politique,” published in St 
James parish in the mid-nineteenth century, 
a copy of the legislative acts passed at the 
first session of the first legislature of the ter 
ritory of Orleans in 1807, and several books 
on legislation concerning parochial affaits 
the oldest being the “Concordia Digest 
printed in 1850 in Vidalia in the offices of 
the old Concordia Intelligencer. 

A number of the rarest volumes belonged 
to the Louisiana State University Library, 
and had been kindly loaned to the librafy 
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commission by Mr. James A. McMillen, the 
librarian, especially for the exhibit. 





EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH 
LIBRARY 

“Concentrate on Charm,” was the theme 
for a Book Week display at Rosenfield’s in 
Baton Rouge for the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Library. Edwin H. Keys, display 
manager at Rosenfield’s planned the window 
using articles from the store to make it 
effective. Other displays on business, the 
home, and sports were placed in different 
stores on the central shopping street in Baton 
Rouge, and in every case they were arranged 
and set up by the display managers of the 
stores. This feature, you can see, meant 
expert management in a field which is diffi- 
cult for most librarians. 

Talks on Books As Friends were made at 
the high schools in Baton Rouge and a radio 
address was given by the librarian on What 
Books Can Do For You. In place of the 
usual Saturday morning hour at the Baton 
Rouge Branch, two shadow plays, Oscar The 
Ostrich and Andy and the Lion were given 
on Saturday afternoon, November 16th. EI- 
vira Beltramo, Alice Hebert, Thelma John- 
son, and Jean Mason of the Louisiana Library 
Commission and Mrs. Paul Postell of Baton 
Rouge prepared and put on the show, which 
was enthusiastically received. 

Still in its infancy the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Library was able on October 15th to 
increase the allotment of books per borrower 
from two to three at one time. This naturally 
has caused a further increase in circulation 
and in library activity. 

Book ordering and cataloging form a great 
part of the task of this library and statistics 
show that by December first 10,725 books 






have been catalogued this year, making a 
total book stock of 14,835. The anticipated 
funds for books will allow the purchase of 
about 10,000 additional books. 

From March through August, 1940, Fran- 


ces Postell of the L. S. U. cataloging depart- 
ment joined this staff to take charge of the 
cataloging, after which she left to become 
head cataloger of the University of Missis- 
sippi Library. Edith Abbott of Baton Rouge, 
former librarian of the Marksville High 
Schol Library, has now joined the staff of 
this library for one year to catalog and assist 
in circulation. 

Plans for a Christmas Party at the Zachary 
Branch Library are being made by Mrs. 
Dorris Spillman, Custodian. Stories will be 
told by local club and church women and 
songs will be sung. The Zachary Branch is 
housed in the Town Hall and is open three 
days a week. 

The Library book column which appears 
weekly in the Sunday Morning Advocate has 
created an interest in books of subject mat- 
ter. The emphasis of the book notes is upon 
books likely to be overlooked in the library. 
Mrs. Tillie Schenker, member of the library 
staff, writes the column, and has also made 
up literary quizzes which have appeared in 
the paper and created interest among the 
readers. 

Radio station WJBO in Baton Rouge has 
donated time over their network for minute 
remarks about the East Baton Rouge Parish 
Library. These remarks are made between 
programs at the time that commercial ad- 
vertisements often appear and have reached 
some people that have missed hearing about 
the library through our other publicity chan- 
nels. 





School Libraries 


The annual meeting of the Louisiana 
Teachers’ Association Library Section, held 
on November 19 in Monroe, was unusually 
well attended and interesting. Betweer 
tighty and ninety school and parish librarians 
Were present, and the group included also a 


parish supervior and several principals. The 
program was as follows: 

Evaluative Criteria for School Libraries, by 
Miss Mildred Mobley, Librarian, Byrd 
High School, Shreveport. 

Dialog on Elementary-School Libraries, by 
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Miss Julia Wossman, Principal, Barkdull 
Faulk Elementary School, Monroe, and 
Mrs. Frances Daugherty, Librarian, 
Central Elementary School, Bastrop. 

Significant New Materials for School 
Libraries, by Miss Mildred Harrington, 
L. S. U. Library School. 

News from the Library Division, State De- 
partment of Education, by Miss Sue 
Hefley, Supervisor of School Libraries. 

In connection with her talk, Miss Harring- 
ton distributed copies of two annotated bibli- 
ographies of interest to school librarians. 
One listed new professional materials, and 
the other outstanding new books for children 
and young people. 

At the intermission period the President, 
Miss Nina Mitchell, conducted an informal 
“swap-an-idea” period, during which each 
person introduced herself and told of some 
unusual or effective activity recently carried 
on in her library. Many favorable comments 
were heard on this new feature of the pro- 
gram. 

Officers of the Library Section for the 1940- 
41 session were elected at the Monroe meet- 
ing. They are: President, Lillian Phillips, 
Librarian, Minden High School; Vice-Presi- 


dent, Mrs. Frances Daugherty, Librarian, 
Central Elementary School, Bastrop; Secre- 
tary, Mrs. Blanche Marler, Librarian, Bolton 
High School, Alexandria. 





The joint committee of the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association and the Louisiana Teachers’ 


Association, appointed with Miss Ella V. 
Aldrich as Chairman to draw up a set of 
lesson plans in the use of the library for 
high-school students, has completed its task. 
The lesson plans have been collected and 
issued as Circular No. 1481 of the State De- 
partment of Education. Copies of this cir- 
cular are being sent to all high-school libra- 
rians; others who are interested may obtain 
copies by writing to the Library Division of 
the State Department. 





The new building of the Winnfield Ele- 
mentary School contains an attractive library 
room, which is now being equipped and pre- 
pared for use under the direction of the libra- 
rian, Mrs. Alliene Hoffman. Centralization 
of the classroom libraries formerly used is 
proceeding also. A ceremony dedicating the 
new building will be held early in December. 





Louisiana Library Association 


OFFICERS 
1940—1941 
Miss Ella V. Aldrich, President 
Louisiana State University Library 
University, La. 


John Hall Jacobs, Ist Vice-President 
New Orleans Public Library 
New Orleans, La. 
Miss Virginia Fairfax, 2nd Vice-President 
Covington, La. 


Muss Mildred Hogan, Secretary 
Louisiana Dept. of Education 
Baton Rouge, La. 

James H. McGee, Treasurer 
Les Vingt Quatres Library 
Lafayette, La. 


CoMMITTEES 


Program committee: Eugene Watson, Chair- 
man; Sallie Farrell; Sarah Jones. 

Committee to draw up a resolution urging 
State officials to arrange a better organiza- 
tion for the distribution of State publica- 


tions: James McGee, Chairman; Lucy 
Foote; Marguerite Renshaw; Alice Daspit. 


Committee to study giving of subsidies © 
L. L. A. sections: Florrinell Francis, 
Chairman; Margaret Reed; J. A. McMillan; 
Clara Griffon. 

Committee to report on the effects of A. L. A 
reorganization as affecting L. L. A. orga 
zation: Nathaniel Stewart, Chairmaf; 
Metella Williams. 
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Liaison officer between L. L. A. and Citizens’ 
Library Movement: Elizabeth Johnson. 
Membership committee: Frances Thibaut, 
Chairman; Louise Gray; Elvira Beltramo; 

Alice Griffin. 

Publicity committee: Alice Hebert, Chair- 
man; Mrs. C. B. Cooley; Margaret Ruckert; 
Nantelle Mitchiner. 

Committee on cooperation with Library Sec- 
tion of L. T. A.: Sue Hefley, Chairman; 
Nina Mitchell; Hilda Strauss; Vera Mae 
Cowen. 

Federal relations committee: Ruth Ferguson, 
Chairman; Ralph McComb; E. J. Scheerer. 

Nominating committee: Ruth Baird, Chair- 
man; Paul Postell; Olive Gehring; Mildred 
Harrington. 


Registration: Udine Jones, Chairman; Shir- 
ley Taylor; Agnes Corkern; Stella Dol- 
honde. 

Auditing: Reb--——"~ ., Chairman; Flora 
Glenn Watkins; W. C. Bennett. 

Commercial exhibits: Anna Davis, Chair- 
man; Helen Maestri; Iva Wellman. 

Professional exhibits: Marie Louise Good- 
win, Chairman; James C. McDougald; 
Margaret Reed. 


Hospitality: George Johnson, Chairman; 
Mary Rice; Patricia Catlett; Dorothy 
Steidtmann. 

Resolutions: Patricia Motte, Chairman; 


George Johnson; Lillian Phillips. 
Library school breakfasts: To be announced. 





Public Libraries 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The New Orleans Public library recently 
added the seventh branch to its system when 
dedidatory exercises were held in Alvar 
Branch on November 6. During the pro- 
gram on this occasion the building was off- 
cially presented by the city administration to 
the Library Board. This attractive branch 
was made possible by the efforts and coopera- 
tion of Mayor Robert S. Maestri of the city 
of New Orleans and Mr. James H. Crutcher, 
State director of W. P. A. for Louisiana. 
On recommendation of the Mayor, funds 
were appropriated by the city for the con- 
struction of this much needed library center, 
and Mr. Crutcher advanced the labor that 
made the building possible. 

For many years, the civic organizations 
and individual citizens of the community of 
Which Alvar is the center, have been 
anxiously working to secure a branch library 
for their district, and they have more than 
adequately expressed their interest and appre- 
dation of the project by their cooperation 
during the construction. This branch is an 
important addition to library service in New 
Orleans, for it is located in a large and thickly 
Populated area that found library service too 
far removed in the past. Ten schools are at 
Present being assisted by this new library. 


The building which is the last word in 
modern planning was designed by Rene F. 
Gelpi, architect. It is a modernistic structure 
of monolithic concrete, with furniture and 
fixtures in keeping with the style of the 
building. When the library opened for 
service on November 7th, it contained what 
might be considered a model collection. Each 
title was carefully checked and added for a 
particular reason. The needs and preferences 
of the community were the principle con- 
cern in all selections. The book stock in- 
cludes a juvenile and adult collection for 
circulation and a reference section. There 
are also a number of current popular maga- 
zines on file for library use. 

Mrs. Shirley Stephenson was transferred 
from the Main Library Circulation Depart- 
ment as head of the Alvar Branch. Mrs. 
Stephenson is a graduate of the Library 
School of L. S. U. 

Registration from the new branch has been 
heavy, 929 borrowers added in the 22 days 
since its opening, and indication are that this 
will be a busy and active agency. 

Book Week was celebrated in the New 
Orleans Public Library on a larger scale than 
during previous years. The Main Library 
and seven branches cooperated to make this 
the most successful Book Week to date. Ex- 
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hibits and story hours and programs were 
planned in all agencies for the entire week. 
Among the most attractive exhibits was “An 
Army of Good Friends” in the Children’s 
Room of the Main Library. This consisted 
of a miniature army tent and patriotic em- 
blems with animated Newbery Books march- 
ing on dress parade. A collection of auto- 
graphed Newbery prize winners was also 
displayed. At Napoleon Branch, life-size, 
favorite story book characters, loaned by Live 
Oak School made an attractive addition to a 
book and Boy Scout exhibit. 

The more unusual programs included a 
parade in the Canal Branch section in which 
the pupils of the neighborhood schools and 
three school bands participated. The pupils 
of the third grade of Jefferson School pre- 
sented a play entitled “Safety” at Napoleon 
Branch, and the pupils of Allen School pre- 
sented an “Americanism” pageant in the 
auditorium of the Main Library. Six mem- 
bers of the Junior League presented two per- 
formances of the puppet shows “Little Red 
Riding Hood” and “Robinson Crusoe”, also 
in the auditorium. 

Canal Branch also had a special program 
when one whole day was set aside as open 
house for the blind. Talks were given on 
the work that is being done by the Blind 
Department and demonstrations of “talking 
books” were given. 

During the week thousands of children 
from public, parochial and private schools 
visited the library. Many adults also, visited 
for the first time and made application for 
cards. 

Book Week was observed by the Adult 
Circulation Department with book displays 
from which timely related reading lists and 
book marks were made available for distribu- 
tion. 

In carrying out the theme for National 
Book Week, a poster captioned NOW IS 
THE TIME TO MAKE A FRIEND, 
“GOOD BOOKS” —“GOOD FRIENDS”, 
was posted in the central lobby of the library 
together with an annotated reading list of 
outstanding and popular biographies. A 
large clock of black bristol board, with white 
numerals made from pipe cleaners, was used 


and added much to the attractiveness of the 
display. Another poster in the Adult Read- 
ing Room bearing the well known quotation 
“A good book is the best of friends, the 
same today and forever”, circulated many of 
the classics. 

Eleven high schools were visited by Miss 
Riley during Book Week and book marks, 
explaining the purpose and appeal of the 
Young Adult Book Corner, left with the 
librarian for distribution to the students. 

Miss Janet Riley, Assistant in charge of 
the Young Adult Corner, gave a book talk 
on biography to the student Library Club 
of the Joseph Kohn High School on Novem- 
ber 15th. The three following biographies, 
of particular appeal to young adults, were 
discussed: Education of a Princess, My Sis- 
ter Eileen, and Test Pilot. 

The New Orleans Public Library secured 
a booth at the Food, Home and Appliance 
Show at the Municipal Auditorium, October 
16-19, which was sponsored by the Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs of New Orleans. 
The exhibit was very successful for the library 
was given an excellent location and conse- 
quently many visitors saw the booth. Pos- 
ter, books and book jackets on cookery, in- 
terior decoration, domestic architecture and 
home appliances were displayed and booklists 
were distributed. Many requests to reserve 
books were also received during the show. 

During September, a fifteen minute radio 
program was obtained from station WDSU, 
for story-telling. This program is on Satur- 
day morning at 10:15 and Margaret Ruckert 
of the Special Service Department of the 
New Orleans Public Library is the story- 
teller. 

The New Orleans Public Library, like 
many of the public buildings in the city, had 
considerable trouble this year with pigeons 
meeting in the roof. Many things were tried 
to get rid of the birds, with no success, until 
someone suggested that toy snakes would 
accomplish the desired effect. The city was 
searched for toy snakes, and when these wert 
secured they were put along the ledge under 
the roof of the building. The library has 
had no pigeon trouble since. 

National Art Week, November 24-30 was 
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marked by special art displays and exhibits 
in the libraries. John Hall Jacobs, Librarian 
of the New Orleans Public Library was 
named Chairman of Library Exhibits. The 
New Orleans Public Library exhibit con- 
sisted of attractive examples of art of the 
Indians of Guatemala, with books on the 
Mayas and present day Indians. 

Anticipating the Convention of the Arch- 
diocesan Union of Parish Sodalities to be 
held in New Orleans December 14-15 assis- 
tants in the Circulation Department com- 
piled a Catholic Reading List which will be 
printed and made available for distribution 
to resident and visiting members of the 
sodalities. An exhibit of Catholic books, 
selected for catholicity of viewpoint or author- 
ship will be placed at the St. Charles Hotel, 
the convention headquarters. The suggested 
reading list was submitted to the Archbishop 
for his approval, and an introductory fore- 
word written by the Chancellor of the Arch- 
diocese of New Orleans is included. 

Repeated requests from parents for sug- 
gestions on combating the influence of the 
“comic magazine serials” which are being 
sold to the youth of America at the rate of 
10 million copies per month resulted in a 
meeting being called in the auditorium of 
the Main Library, November 6, 1940. 

A group of leading citizens discussed plans 
to form a cooperative drive against this grow- 
ing influence. It was decided to ask each 
organization to sponsor a program to im- 
prove the taste of children’s reading. 

The Reference Department of the New 
Orleans Public Library attained national 
notoriety during the month of November. 
The department sponsored a display to cele- 
brate the opening of the Louisiana hunting 
season; a poster was used depicting a hunter 
aiming at two flying ducks and a dog re- 
trieving a third duck. The notices printed 
below explain the story and the reason for 
the publicity: 

A Duck's a Duck to the Artists 

By the United Press, November 8, 1940 

“The New Orleans public library’s record 
for accuracy was shot full of holes today. 

“The library put up a poster urging sports- 
Men to hunt more. The poster showed a 


man shooting a wood duck, one of the two 
species that Louisiana Conservation Depart- 
ment regulations forbid killing.” 
Radio Wire of United Press, 
November 13, 1940 

“New Orleans—City librarian John Hall 
Jacobs gets the last laugh. 

A few days ago, would-be duck hunters 
had their chuckles about a poster put out by 
the library. It showed a hunter shooting a 
duck—a wood duck on which there is no 
open season. 

Jacobs protested that his pictured bird was 
an American Golden Eye duck, legal hunt- 
ing. Stanley Arthur, who wrote “Birds of 
Louisiana,” took one look at the poster today 
and announced that Jacobs was right. 

A bird for the critics.” 

Newspaper Wire (night) of United Press, 

November 13, 1940. 

“New Orleans, Nov. 13 — (OUP) — City 
librarian John Hall Jacobs tonight gave the 
bird to would-be duck critics. 

The critics chuckled a few days ago when 
the New Orleans Public Library put up a 
poster showing a man shooting a duck. They 
said it was a wood duck, therefore protected 
by law at all times. 

Jacobs insisted the bird was an American 
Golden Eye duck, therefore a legal target. 
Stanley Arthur, who wrote “Birds of Louisi- 
ana”, saw the poster today and announced 
that Jacobs was right.” 

The first lot of adult books was added to 
the Bookmobile in September. To date the 
adult circulation is 1138, with a total Book- 
mobile circulation since June of 7911. It has 
been necessary to assign an additional W. P. 
A. worker to the Bookmobile. 

Mr. Jacobs, during Book Week, spoke at 
a P. T. A. meeting of the Thibodaux High 
School. The subject of Mr. Jacob’s talk was 
“Malnutrition in Reading”. 

The P. T. A. of Mississippi is working to 
compile a complete list of the blind in Mis- 
sissippi. We would be glad to receive the 
names of any Louisiana blind person who 
might be interested in our service of lending 
books and records. The New Orleans Public 
Library serves the Louisiana and the Mis- 
sissippi areas. 
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On Sunday, November 17th, inventory 
was taken of the Main Library Adult fiction 
(in English) collection. This had never been 
done before in the history of the Main 
Library. Twenty-five of the library staff 
volunteered to work on this Sunday after- 
noon. Work was started at 1:30 and the 
reading of the shelves and checking of the 
daily issue file was completed by 9:30. It 
was a long tedious job, but it went off 
smoothly and there were not quite as many 
“snags” as we had feared. 

Muriel Haas attended the Southwestern 
Library association meeting in Las Crucas, 
New Mexico, and before returning to New 
Orleans visited some of the Texas libraries. 

Muriel Haas, Head of the Reference De 
partment of the New Orleans Public Library 
since June 15, 1940, resigned effective No- 
vember 30, to accept a one-year appointment 
in the Library of Congress. Miss Haas will 
be a member of the staff of the Hispanic 
Foundation, and will be in charge of cata- 
loging pamphlets. 

On October 10, 1940, Fay Allen of the 
Reference Department of the New Orleans 
Public Library was married to William 
Schultz. 

Miss Marie Louise Goodwin resigned as 
head of Nix Branch to accept the position 
of Librarian of Newman Manual Training 
School. Miss Gladys Ferry, assistant in the 
Circulation Department has been put in 
charge of Nix Branch. 

Miss Mary Bradford, assistant at Napoleon 
Branch was transferred to the Main Library, 
Circulation Department. Miss Bradford was 
replaced at the branch by a part-time worker, 
Mr. John Meyers. Mr. Thomas Bloodworth 
has been assigned a part-time worker at the 
Nix Branch. Both Mr. Meyers and Mr. 

Bloodworth are attending college, Loyola 
and Tulane, respectively. 


ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Since the last report in the Bulletin, circu- 
lation has increased and a number of interest- 
ing books for adults and children have been 
bought and donated. 

Book Week was celebrated by an exhibit 
As a contract, the 


of new children’s books. 











library displayed certain books for adults, 
all published before 1860. 


SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

The Fall months have found Shreve Memo- 
rial engaged in one of the most important 
events of its seventeen year old career; that 
of the one-half mill tax election held on 
October 29th. The tax did not pass, but ran 
an encouraging race and pointed out ways to 
build toward another attempt. 

The library received excellent cooperation 
from individuals, and obtained really out- 
standing publicity. 

Bess Vaughan and Anne Giddens attended 
the Institute for Parish Librarians in Baton 
Rouge on November 23rd. 

The library celebrated Book Week with 
interesting exhibits both in the main library 
and in the Boys’ and Girls’ Room. 

Mrs. J. B. McKellar, formerly Virginia Ray 
Stinson has been appointed custodian of 
.Mooringsport Branch of Shreve Memorial 
Library. Mrs. McKellar was formerly High 
School Librarian at Vivian. Mrs. Hiram 
Forbing is now in charge of the Forbing 
Branch Library. 

Mrs. Kay Cooley has recovered from an 
operation undergone in November and has 
returned to her post in the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Room. 

The Shreve Memorial Library held an ex- 
hibit in conjunction with the Shreveport 
Little Theatre during National Art Week. 
The theatre’s contribution was a group of 
photographs from the 1939-1940 season, 
which has traveled extensively over the coun- 
try; having been at Theatre conferences in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Baton Rouge 
and Washington, D. C. 

National Art Week was observed at the 
Louisiana State Exhibit Building with 4 
showing of the works of Shreveport artists. 

The schools held no exhibits of any kind 
as they were closed at this time in accord 
with the Infantile Paralysis quarantine. 





The editor will appreciate the return of 
any back numbers of the Bulletin for which 
our readers have no further use. We cal 
use them to good advantage. 
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College and Reference Libraries 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
HILL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Robert Tucker and James C. McDougald 
have exchanged positions for the current 
year. Mr. Tucker is now assistant in the 
Order Department and Mr. McDougald is 
in the Reference Department. 

For the third consecutive year two mem- 
bers of the Library Staff are making weekly 
broadcasts in French over the several radio 
stations of Louisiana. Alice M. Dugas, 
Curator of the Romance Language Collec- 
tion, and Cidellia Reulet, in charge of the 
Biology and Agricultural Library, have the 
roles of Tante Alice and Madame Molaison, 
respectively, on the program of the General 
Extension Division. 

John W. Jones is in the Order Department 
as graduate student assistant. 

Statistics for the fiscal year 1939-40 show 
that the general library added some 16,000 
bound books and periodicals of which ap- 
proximately 2200 were procured through gift 
and exchange.. Of interest is the number of 
items added by gifts and exchanges which 
were in unbound form. The number of 
items acquired in university studies, foreign 
documents (chiefly agricultural), doctoral 
dissertations, publications of scientific and of 
learned societies, etc. All such material, 
though not cataloged, is of considerable value 
to students, both graduate and undergrad- 
uate, and may be obtained through the cir- 
culation and the reference departments. 

The most outstanding gain for the year 
was in the number of items added to the 
Archives Division. The number of pieces 
acquired was 65,160 and these were in 77 
collections, some obtained by purchase and 
others by gift. 

The Law school added a total of 3218 
volumes and the Medical school added 3,170. 
Northeast Center added 496 volumes and 94 
victrola records, giving the center a total of 
4725 books, etc. The McNeese Junior Col- 
lege, at Lake Charles, added 563 volumes, 


and George Johnson, Librarian, reports that 
the appropriation has been increased. 
James A. McMillen, Librarian 


LIBRARY SCHOOL 

The Library School began its tenth year 
with the largest enrollment in its history. 
Fifty-three students have registered from 
seven different states and one foreign country. 
Of these, thirty-one are candidates for the 
degree in June, 1941, fourteen in August, 
1941, three in June, 1942 and three are special 
students not working toward a degree. 

At present, the interest of the students in 
the various fields of library work is as fol- 
lows: college and university, 24, public, 17; 
school, 7; and special, 4. Twenty-two dif- 
ferent colleges and universities are repre- 
sented in this year’s enrollment. During the 
period of ten years, 628 individual students 
have enrolled from 97 different colleges and 
universities. 

Miss Margaret Herdman is on leave of 
absence from the Library School for the first 
semester, 1940-1941, to complete her disserta- 
tion for the degree of Ph.D. from the Grad- 
uate Library School of the University of 
Chicago. Mr. McMillen is Acting Director 
of the School during the first semester, and 
Miss Florrinell Francis is Assistant to the 
Director. 

Miss Norris McClellan is also on leave to 
study at Columbia University during the 
first semester. 

News from Dr. Helen G. Stewart, who 
was Acting Director of the Library School in 
1936-1937, sends word that she is to go 
Trinidad where she will foster library service. 

Miss Janet Margaret Agnew of the Library 
School faculty, has completed the second ané 
third volumes in the series: A Southern Bib 
liography, 1929-38. These two, A Souther 
Bibliography Historical Fiction, 1929-1938; 
and A Southern Bibliography, Poetry, 192% 
38, came off the press in September and art 
for sale by the University Press. 











LovIstaANA Lisrary ASSOCIATION 


~-«f 19 








Mr. James A. McMillen has recently pub- 
lished a bibliography entitled: The works of 
James D. B. DeBow, a Bibliography of his 
miscellaneous writings. This is the first at- 
tempt at a complete bibliography, and Mr. 
McMillen has brought to light much new in- 
formation concerning the works of DeBow. 

Mr. McMillen attended the Southwestern 
Library Association meeting in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, October 4-7. 
































































































“.§ Fellowships have been granted for study 
ee in the Library School, 1940-41, to two mem- 
7 bers of the staff of the Public Library of Sao 
the Paulo, Brazil—Mr. Francisco Jose de Almeida 
a Azevedo, and Miss Maria Leonor Voigt- 
cis lander. They arrived in the United States 
October 3d, and are staying at the French 
pe House. Mrs. Azevedo will spend the year 
17. here with her husband. These scholarships 
| dif. were granted by the University as a part of 
the newly inaugurated program on Pan 
a American relations. The students were also 
sail awarded travel grants by the Division of 
4 Cultural Relations of the Department of 
bie State. Both the fellowships and the travel 
of grants were arranged by the A. L. A. Com- 
al mittee on Library Cooperation with Latin 
ati America. 
Grad- The Library School conferred this year for 
1 the first time, the degree of Master of Science, 
"Y the recipient being Miss Laura Jones, °37. 
7 Miss Jones’ thesis was entitled: An Anno- 
. ‘the tated Bibliography of Louisiana Pamphlets, 
1860-1877, in the Louisiana State University 
a Library. She was on leave of absence from 
* the her position as Assistant in the Tulane Uni- 
B versity Library and returned to that position 
fa this fall. 
: ool is Miss Sue Hefley, ’34 resigned as Librarian 
an of Northeast Junior College of L. S. U., Mon- 
an fe, to accept the position as State Supervisor 
Library of School Libraries. 
od a Nina Mitchell, ’32, Librarian of Istrouma 
: Bib High School, received her master’s degree in 
‘i hers library science from the University of Michi- 
19.1938; gan in August, 1940. 





Mrs. Grace Rigsby Cameron, °35, Assist- 
amt in charge of the Chemistry Library at 
LS. U., has recently completed “A Manual 














of the Literature of Chemistry” which was 
printed by Franklin Press. 

Robert C. Tucker, °37, assistant in the 
Reference Department of the L. S. U. Li- 
brary, attended the summer session of the 


University of Michigan Library School, where 
he did some work toward the Master’s de- 
gree. On his return to L. S. U. he has been 
assigned to the Order department of the 
Library. 

Mrs. Udine Jones, °39, has accepted the 
position as Librarian of the Southeastern 
Louisiana College Training School. 

Several of our alumni have started working 
toward advanced degrees. Among these are 
Clara Griffon, ’31, Lucinda Walmsley, ’34, 
Frances Moak, ’37, and Lucile Pugh, °33. 

Helen Adams, Secretary of the 
Library School. 


SOUTHEASTERN 
LOUISIANA COLLEGE 
Hammond 

The library was moved to the new building 
the middle of July and was opened to stu- 
dents and faculty the last two weeks of sum- 
mer school. It is a two-story brick building 
situated in a picturesque setting of tall pine 
trees southwest of the Lucius McGehee Hall. 
All equipment is of the Library Bureau. 

On the first floor are the reserve book read- 
ing room, library science class room, staff 
room with small kitchenette, rest rooms for 
men and women, and a receiving room for 
large packages. 

A circular staircase extends from either 
side of the front entrance. These two stair- 
ways unite to form a single stair leading to 
the second floor. Here are the large circula- 
tion desk, the card catalog cases, periodical 
room, browsing room, cataloging room, li- 
brarian’s office, and the main reading room 
extending along the front of the building. 
Indirect lighting and celotex ceilings are used 
throughout the building. 

All furniture is of golden oak except in the 
librarian’s office which is of walnut. The 
windows are equipped with Venetian blinds. 

The stack space, three levels high, has a 
book capacity of 65,000v. A book lift is in- 
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stalled to carry the books from one level to 
another. There are six carrells on each floor 
of the stacks. 

Miss Geraldine Matteson (L. S. U. °39) 
formerly secretary of L. S. U. Library School 
has been added to the staff this fall as cata- 
loger. Mrs. Udine Jones (L. S. U. Summer 
°39) is librarian of the Southeastern Training 
School Library. 

The Browsing Room in the library was 
opened to students and faculty on October 
16th. It is proving to be very popular and 
during the first four weeks more than 75 
per cent of the books circulated. This is the 
first time students at Southeastern have been 
able to select the books they wish to read 
directly from the shelves. 

Anna P. Davis, Librarian 


SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
INSTITUTE 
STEPHENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Lafayette 

The various departments of the college 
have been invited to make use of the exhibit 
cases in the library. The purpose of the invi- 
tation is to give all of the students a general 
knowledge of some work carried on by the 
different departments. “The first display was 
sponsored by the Geology-Geography Depart- 
ment. This display grew out of an interest 
in connection with the study of economic 
uses of minerals in the geology classes. The 
minerals in the rough were shown together 
with gems fashioned from stones. It is re- 
called that the word gem comes from a Latin 
word, meaning bud. Just as lovely flowers 
burst forth from modest buds, so are magnifi- 
cent stones cut from bits of mineral which 
hold in their depths forever all the beautiful 
tints and hues which in flowers fade and die. 
In the collection was a rare piece of jade over 
1700 years old. This opaque “mutton fat” 
variety was once a part of the finest collection 
of jade in the world on display in the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art in New York City”. 

Mr. Percy Viosca, Jr., of New Orleans has 
been very kind in allowing the use of an 
exhibit in which he had used products of one 
of Louisiana’s new industries. It consisted 
of novelties made from scales of the gar fish. 


Such things as costume jewelry, pins and 
broaches, perfume bottles, flowers, pictures 
and plaques have been designed from this 
unique substance. An article regarding this 
new industry appeared in the Louisiana Con- 
servation Review, Summer, 1939. 

The Art Department arranged an exhibit 
on the Printing Art. Issues of the colorful 
magazine Printing Art were used as the cen- 
ter for each group. Around these were placed 
the materials used in the different steps of 
printing from the commercial view point. 

A calendar is being worked out for exhibits 
and displays for the rest of the school year. 
So far the students, faculty, and town people 
have all enjoyed the various books, pictures 
and materials arranged for their information. 

Miss Loma Knighten who has been Acting 
Librarian since April 1, 1938 has recently 
been appointed as Librarian at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute. 

Miss Loma Knighten, Librarian 


NORTHEAST CENTER, 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Monroe 

Miss Mary H. Clay, librarian at Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College for the past six years 
resigned her position on September 16 in 
order to accept the position of head librarian 
in the L. S. U. Junior College Division at 
Monroe, Louisiana. Miss Clay served as Li- 
brarian at the Monroe College for two ses 
sions 1932/1933 and 1933/1934. During 1939 
a large separate, brick library building was 
erected at Northeast Center to care for the 
rapid expansion of the library. At Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College Miss Clay was in- 
strumental in building up special collections 
for use not only by students and faculty but 
by the townspeople as well; in offering to the 
school a well developed reference service, 
which was made available also to the com 
munity. 

Mary H. Clay, Librarian 


LOUISIANA STATE 
NORMAL COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Natchitoches 

The most outstanding development in cof 
nection with the Louisiana State Normal 
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College Library is the establishment of a 
“Louisiana Room.” All of the books, maga- 
zines, pamphlets, and other materials dealing 
with Louisiana have been placed in the al- 
cove immediately adjoining the Main Read- 
ing Room. Mrs. Payne Henry has charge 
of the collection. 

The Library put on an extensive publicity 
campaign in connection with Book Week, 
including a program at a general student- 
body convocation. 

The extensive campaign to weed out the 
worthless material in the Library has been 
almost completed; hundreds of magazines 
and more than four thousand books have 
been removed from the collection. 

Eugene P. Watson, Librarian 


CITY HALL ARCHIVES 
New Orleans 
It is gratifying to note at this Christmas 
Season that the public is awakening to its 
responsibility regarding traffic hazards. 
The numerous calls that have come in re- 
cently to the City Hall Archives for copies of 
rules and regulations on safety ordinances, 
from students of our universities and colleges 
is an indication that the many years of en- 
deavor of our Mayor and Commission Coun- 
cil to have the public interest aroused is being 
realized, for the yonth of the nation is being 
educated to the part that they are to assume 
in the safety program of the future. 
Mrs. E. D. Frederichs, Custodian 


HOWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
New Orleans 

Miss Sara Lynn Hart who has been en- 
gaged on the recataloging project in this 
library has recently moved to Washington, 
D.C. where she is presently employed by the 
United States Civil Commission. Miss Hart’s 
place is being filled by Mrs. Lawson Jenkins 
of New Orleans, La. 

The library is rejoicing over the good news 
that the W. P. A. project is to be moved into 
the new building which is to be occupied 
jointly by Tulane University and Howard 
Memorial Library. 

Miss Mildred Rea Shaw who has been an 
assistant in the cataloging department has 


gone to California where she was married on 
November 28 to Mr. Lionel Place of Los 
Angeles. 

The library held its annual meeting 
of the Board of Trustees on December 9 at 
which time our report for the year was not 
presented. 

Robert J. Usher, Librarian 


LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 
New Orleans 

Records show a tremendous increase in 
circulation in every field of knowledge as 
well as an increased use of reference books. 
The library had a splendid display, the most 
successful display this year, of current pam- 
phlets on topics of the day. Most of the 
pamphlets were the HEADLINE BOOKS 
and WORLD AFFAIRS pamphlets. 

The library is taking part in the 500th 
celebration of the invention of printing and 
has contributed material for display in the 
exhibits at the Cabildo. 

Emphasis is given to the building up of an 
information file of material on New Orleans 
and on Louisiana. Material not suitable for 
the vertical files has been filed in pamphlet 
boxes with the books on Louisiana. This 
arrangement has proved very valuable for 
reference. 

The Library is very fortunate in having a 
new member, Miss Marion Jaques, added to 
the staff this year. She is in charge of cata- 


loging. 


MIDDLE AMERICAN 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Tulane University 

The Historical Records Survey of the 
Works Projects Administration completed its 
inventory preparatory to publication of the 
newspaper collection in the library of the 
Middle American Research Institute. This 
is to be a part of the state-wide project for 
an inventory of newspaper collections in Lou- 
isiana. Mr. W. C. Bennett is supervising 
the survey. 

Another project in progress by the His- 
torical Records Survey at the Middle Ameri- 
can Research Institute is the compiling of an 
inventory of its map collections. One publi- 


* 
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cation on maps, those of the Hoffman Collec- 
tion of maps, has already been issued. The 
present compilation will contain over 900 
map entries. 

The library participation in the 500th An- 
niversary Celebration of the Invention of 
Printing from movable type by including in 
the exhibition at the Cabildo ten pieces of 
Mexican printing, two of which came from 
the first press to be established on the Ameri- 
can continent. 

In September, the University received a 
grant of $18,000 with which to purchase 
books over a period of 5 years in the field 
of Latin America. This grant came as a 
result of plans agreed upon among the uni- 
versities, Duke, North Carolina, each of 
which received separate grants, and Tulane 
to cooperate with each other in the purchase 
of books in this field. The agreement gives 
Brazil, Peru, and Ecuador to Duke Uni- 
versity as its field in which to collect library 
materials; the rest of South America to North 
Carolina; and all of the Middle American 


area to Tulane. At Tulane the program is 
being administered by a Committee on Mid- 


dle American Studies. The committee 
on the selection of books, and otherwise 
supervises the services of the library in mak- 
ing these materials available to the students 
and faculty. The Committee has not limited 
its acquisition of books to any one discipline 
or field of knowledge, but rather to the field 
as a whole in order to build up a well- 
rounded out library on the Middle’ American 
area. Mrs. Verona Phillips, formerly As- 
sistant in the Latin American Library of the 
University of Texas, has been employed half- 
time with headquarters in the library of the 
Middle American Research Institute to as- 
sist in this purchasing program. In order 
to facilitate study in courses offered by the 
University in the field of Latin America, the 
library of the Middle American Research 
Institute has extended its hours to evening 
service, being open every evening from 7:30 
to 9:30 except Saturdays and Sundays. 
Arthur E. Gropp, Librarian 


LOUISIANA POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 
Ruston 

The Carnegie Corporation of New York 
has appropriated $9,000, payable in three 
equal annual installments, to the Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute Library for the pur- 
chase of books for general undergraduate 
reading. The librarian at “Tech” received 
a letetr from Mr. Robert M. Lester, Secretary 
of the Carnegie Coropration carrying the 
following statement: 

“The annual installments will not be 
paid to the recipient college, but 
will be held by the Corporation to 
meet bills for books purchased by 
the college through a centralized 
purchasing agency which has been 
set up by the Corporation in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. It should be un- 
derstood, however, that neither the 
Corporation nor the advisory board 
has any desire or purpose to control 
or influence the choice of the titles.” 

Louisiana Polytechnic Institute is one of 
ten tax-supported educational institutions 
sharing in a $90,000 grant by the Carnegie 
Corporation. The other nine colleges are 
Arkansas State College, Fresno State College, 
San Diego State College, University of Dela- 
ware, University of Mississippi, New Mexico 
College of Agriculture, the Woman’s College 
of the University of North Carolina, Texas 
State College for Women, and the University 
of South Carolina. 

Among the factors considered by the Cor- 
poration in making these grants are: “The 
kind of library service being currently sup- 
plied by a college; the support given the li- 
brary by the college administration; the en- 
ergy and good judgment of the library staff; 
the quality of the book collection, and the 
general quality of the instruction offered by 
the college”. 

The library observed Art Week, Novem- 
ber 25 to December 3 by an exhibition of 
art materials. 

E. J. Scheerer, Librarian 


>a > 


=O. 


~-—P>Reoseoewreen > &S&s 





Lovu1siANA LiBRARY ASSOCIATION 


~-f 23 





CENTENARY COLLEGE 
Shreveport 

The Centenary College Library opened 
this fall with a few minor changes in the 
reading room. The circulation desk was re- 
built in order to accommodate the improved 
circulation filing system, employing the new 
Remington Rand aluminum guides. 

The greatest changes is the method in the 
selection of library assistants and the plan for 
their training during the year. This year 
the library began by stating a formal policy, 
stated in our book of Library Policies in re- 
gard to the choosing and training of library 
assistants. This policy requires that the li- 
brary assistant have an average of B with 
C plus acceptable if the student shows out- 
standing abilities in other qualifications. The 
other qualifications for acceptance on the 
staff are: evidences of leadership, initiative; 
a formal letter of application; recommenda- 
tions from two trustworthy sources at the 
request of the librarian. Those desiring to 
enter the library profession and those who 
have had experience in libraries are of course, 
given a preference. After the assistants are 
chosen they are alloted specific duties for 
specified lengths of time. Freshmen and 
sophomores are assigned such duties as mend- 
ing, dusting, filing periodicals and checking 
them in, clippings, paging, and general cleri- 
cal work. They are all termed Junior Cleri- 
cal Assistants. Exceptional sophomores and 
juniors are allowed experience at the Circu- 
lation Desk during the slack hours. Those 
serving at the desk for their first year are 
termed Junior Desk Assistants and their first 
year’s experience is given during slack hours. 
Juniors and seniors who have had one year’s 
experience at the desk are titled Senior As- 
sistants. These people are given a thorough 
test from a chosen textbook on How To Use 
Books and Libraries before they are given 
this designation. At present the staff is meet- 
ing in three groups; each group studying a 
specified textbook in preparation for the test. 
The classes meet regularly once a week and 
are taught by a Senior Assistant who has 
been carefully instructed and guided in their 
Plans for teaching. The textbooks used by 
these classes, though on an elementary level, 


are being brought up to a college level by 
outside materials: Marie Toser, Library Man- 
ual and Zaide Brown, The Library Key. 
This course is planned as a permanent prac- 
tice in library routines. 

Senior Desk Assistants, of course, not hav- 
ing had this study in previous years are re- 
quired to do similar work using another 
text. They will also be tested with regular 
form on their desk work. They will be 
judged as to approach, knowledge of the li- 
brary, skill in handling rush hours, general 
attitude of courtesy, resourcefulness, etc. If 
the assistant passes these two tests with a 
grade of 90 or above, they will be awarded 
a Senior Assistantship Key which we hope 
to put on a par with other honorary awards. 
Suggestions from other college librarians, 
concerning their methods in training library 
assistants will be gratefully received. 

Because of “long lamented overcrowded 
conditions” some 400 or more books have 
been withdrawn for storage, thus allowing 
“inches” of additional shelf space. 

Miss Annie Katherine Dement, formerly 
librarian, is now librarian at Millsaps Col- 
lege. 

After two years of searching among Euro- 
pean and South American book dealers, the 
Centenary College Library has located the 
reference library of Spanish Literature known 
as the Biblioteca de Autores Espajioles. The 
set contains 71 volumes, of the greatest works 
of the great writers of Spain from its begin- 
ning down to the middle of the nineteenth 
century. 

The 1939-1940 circulation statistics of Cen- 
tenary College Library ranked the Spanish 
department among the ten highest in use of 
books for the past year. More than 200 stu- 
dents are enrolled in the Spanish department. 

Lucille Althar Tindol, Librarian 


ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Shreveport 

In September, Miss Mary Lynch, graduate 
of Rosary College Library School, River 
Forest, Illinois began her duties as librarian 
at St. Vincent’s College. Miss Lynch was 
formerly assistant librarian at the College 
of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota. 
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Complete reorganization of the library is 
in process. New policies have been drawn 
up, and the librarian will begin to recatalog 
the book collection. She has also begun a 
course in the Use of Books and Libraries 


given to the high school students. During 
the second semester it will be given to the 
college students. A Readers’ Guild has been 
organized among the college students to 


guide their reading, and to familiarize them 
with good contemporary literature. 

This year the Alumnae Association of the 
college has chosen improvement of the li- 
brary as its special project. The additional 
source of funds, resulting from the Associa- 
tion’s activities, is greatly appreciated. 

The library observed Catholic Book Week, 
November 3 to 9 with displays of books by 
Catholic authors. © Mary Lynch, Librarian 





The South's Bibhographic Centers 
4A Boon for Negro Education 


By NatHaniet STEWART 
Librarian, Dillard University 


Should one be called upon to designate the 
most distinguished contribution to library 
science during the decade which recently 
came to a close, he would probably be moved 
to point to the concept and practice of pooling 
library resources in strategic centers as the 
outstanding achievement of the decade. 

Indeed, the practice of establishing such 
centers in the South, through the merger or 
amalgamation of books, personnel, and facil- 
ities, represents one of the most forward edu- 
cational advances in the post-bellum history 
of this region. It would be a rather shallow 
observation to regard Durham-Chapel Hill, 
Atlanta, Nashville, and New Orleans-Baton 
Rouge solely as bibliographic centers in which 
resources have been greatly improved through 
a merger or other cooperative agreement. 
Fundamentally, the key observation to be 
made is that each center represents a van- 
guard in the educational front of the South. 
The nation’s “number one economic prob- 
lem child” stubbornly progresses in its edu- 
cational ventures, its library leaders demon- 
strating remarkable vision and forwardness. 
The health, economic life, education, politi- 
cal insight, and industrial potentialities of the 
South are definitely goals which must incor- 
porate the problems and participation of the 
entire populace. Eight million Negroes, a 
rather large segment of the South’s popula- 


tion, are destined to play some role in this 
movement. It is fitting, therefore, that Ne- 
gro institutions should find themselves in a 
very fortunate position to draw upon the 
wealth of library resources in the major bib- 
liographic centers. 

Negro institutions are fortunate to be rather 
direct beneficiaries of the movement toward 
library mergers and bibliographic centers. 
Incidentally, of the four strategic cities de- 
signated for the higher education of the Ne- 
gro three are coincident with the very biblio- 
graphic centers in the South—Atlanta Nash- 
ville and New Orleans. The fourth strategic 
city for Negro education is located in Wash- 
ington D..C. which is outside the scope of 
this paper. 

In Durham-Chapel setting, the study of 
race relations and may other vital branches of 
sociology have taken on a very realistic sig- 
nificance for the Negro student in recent 


_ years. Scientific pursuit in the fields of race 


relations, health, the family, youth problems, 
and the Negro in our economic life has taken 
on a broader aspect and has been greatly en 
couraged through the excellent collections 
and library facilities made available to the 
Negro institutions through Duke University 
and the University of North Carolina libre 
ries. Generous interlibrary loans, readers 
lists, and other vital services have loomed 
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large in the cooperative scheme in this cen- 
ter. Within the past few years, members of 
the faculties in these two large universities 
have lectured before Negro student groups, 
offering valuable counsel in the matter of re- 
search approaches and techniques, library 
practices, and research collections. Conse- 
quently, teacher-training and public health 
programs in Negro schools and communities 
in North Carolina and neighboring states 
have been remarkably vitalized through the 
influence of these institutions and their vast 
library resources in this bibliographic center. 

In the bibliographic center at Nashville, the 
relative position of the Joint University Li- 
brary system (Peabody, Vanderbilt, Scarritt 
and the Nashville Public Library) is one of 
great potentiality for the Negro student. The 
union catalog at Nashville suggests a store of 
possibilities allied to educational advantages 
which may accrue to the Negro in the next 
decade. For institutions which offer gradu- 
ate work in history, anthropology, medicine, 
public health, and other important fields, 
Fisk University and Meharry Medical School 
will find it a boon to draw upon the resources 
of the Nashville center. At this date facilities 
are not fully available, since the new build- 
ing is still in progress. While the writer pre- 
fers to avoid citing statistical records of 
volumes available, it is nevertheless true that 
the bibliographic center in Nashville will de- 
velop rapidly in the next decade, and its 
maturity and influence will reach into the 
educational structure of the Negro in the 
border states. 

Atlanta as a bibliographic center is still to 
be evaluated. However, generous support on 
the part of the foundations and a well 
planned system under the leadership of 
Emory University holds great possibilities. 
The Negro educational pattern set by At- 
lanta University and its allied schools will 
probably be regarded as part and parcel of 
the work in the bibliographic center in Aa- 
lanta. Negro educators have voiced great 
optimism in the future development in 
Georgia and its bordering states; indeed, this 
optimism finds vast support in the future 


center in the very heart of the region—At- 
lanta. 


Louisiana’s bibliographic center, New Or- 
leans-Baton Rouge, is most significant in that 
it is the only one in the deep South. With 
the exception of the excellent library at the 
University of Texas, the Negro student clear- 
ly sees the role of the New Orleans-Baton 
Rouge center as the buffet educational site 
linking the Southeast and the Southwest. In 
a sense, it represents the only channel for 
educational research in the widest geographic 
area in the United States. The future of Ne- 
gro education in Louisiana, Texas, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Alabama will depend, in a 
large measure, upon the influence of this re- 
search center as it reaches into Negro institu- 
tions for higher learning. In Louisiana, for 
example, five well distributed Negro colleges 
fall within the area of the New Orleans- 
Baton Rouge center. The very generous and 
cooperative efforts on the part of Louisiana 
State University Library, the Tulane Uni- 
versity Library, the Howard Memorial Li- 
brary, the New Orleans Public Library, and 
other public and private libraries will probab- 
ly prevail, too, in the future. Professional 
alertness and research insight at Negro in- 
stitutions will contribute largely to the pat- 
tern of Negro education in the various states 
in this section. The influence of the biblio- 
graphic center in Louisiana is truly beyond 
measure for the Negro student. 

The wholesome development of a race, 
largely through the efforts of its leaders, will 
be closely allied to the influence of the four 
great bibliographic centers in the South. 
Problems of great magnitude, affecting Ne- 
gro and White alike, will probably make 
the present decade a dramatic one, to be sure; 
the contribution of library science in the edu- 
cation of a people will be genuine, indeed. 





Negro Libraries 


The book resources of three Negro institu- 
tions in Louisiana will be greatly enriched 
through grants from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion. Dillard University, Southern Univer- 
sity, and Xavier University are the recipients 
of a grant of $4,500 each. Each of the institu- 
tions plans to invest the money in student 
reading programs. 
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At Southern University, the administration 
is eagerly awaiting the completion of a new 
library building. It is expected that occu- 
pancy of the building will be possible some 
period in the late Spring. 

Clara Stanton Jones, formerly a member 
of the library staff at Dillard University, has 
joined the staff of Southern University as 
head of the catalog department. 

Dillard University was represented at the 
Southeastern Library Association meeting by 
its librarian, Mr. Nathaniel Stewart. Mr. 
Stewart reported to the administration the 
efforts of the Association of College and Re- 
search Libraries in remapping the college 
library standards for the Southern Association 
of College and Secondary Schools. 

Recent reorganization of the library per- 
sonnel at Dillard University is featured by 
the appointment of Miss Ruth N. McCoy as 
Assistant Librarian in Charge of Service, and 
Miss Hazel C. Edwards as Assistant Librarian 
in Charge of Technical Processes. The form- 
er was a member of the staff at Louisville 
Municipal College Library and latter was li- 
brarian of Fayetteville State Teachers College, 
before their association with Dillard Uni- 
versity. 

As a result of the recent survey of condi- 
tions in the public schools of New Orleans, 
many Negro groups have become conicious 
of the serious deficiency in the absence of 
proper library facilities in the Negro schools. 


Civic and educational groups are planning 
for the improvement of this condition. 

Plans are riow in progress for a joint meet- 
ing of the librarians of the five Negro col- 
leges in Louisiana, aiming at a system of co- 
operation which will make available library 
facilities to Negro graduates in all parts of 
the state. The meeting will probably be held 
in the Spring of next year. 

A significant step at Xavier University Li- 
brary this year has been the founding of a 
Children’s Center, which serves as a circu- 
lating library for eleven Negro schools in 
New Orleans. Among the features are a 

Recent appointments at Xavier University 
include: 

Sister Mary Guadalupe ‘returns as cataloger 

to succeed Miss May Renwald; the ap- 

pointee is a graduate of Catholic University 

Library School. 


Sister Marie Christine, L. S. U. Library 


School, as assistant librarian with special 

duties as teacher-librarian. 
story-telling hour weekly and a circulation 
of about fifty books each month. Prospective- 
teacher librarians have given assistance and 
the State Department of Education has en- 
courage the project. Book Week, as related 
to this Children’s Center, was expressed in 
the words of the librarian as, “A gay ad- 
venturing spirit permeated the air and seemed 


to find response in the eager faces seeking 
new friends in books.” 





Loutstana 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Louisi- 
ana authors, including books of importance 
locally printed, selected and annotated by 
Marguerite D. Renshaw, Reference Librarian, 
Howard Memorial Library, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 


Hatcner, Wittiam B.—Edward Livingston. 
518p. University, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity press, 1940. 

Perhaps no figure who rose to prominence 
in New Orleans offers a wider range of 
talents than does Edward Livingston, 
scholar, codifier, statesman and diplomat 


in Print 

of national and international fame. A 

brilliant personality, he has left his stamp 

on the legal system of Louisiana, besides 

guiding legislators abroad. He has served 

both his country and his adopted state well 

and is deserving of this very fine biography 

which attempts to evaluate his unmistak- 

able influence on the course of American 

history. 

Historica. Recorps Survey—Inventory of 

the parish archives of Louisiana. 

No. 6. Beauregard parish (De Ridder). 
106p. (mimeographed) Uni 
versity, L. S. U., 1940. 
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No. 8. Bossier parish (Benton). 295p. 
(mimeographed) _— University, 
L. S. U., 1940. 


HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Transcription 
of manuscript collections of Louisiana. 

No. 1. Favrot Papers, 1695-1769. vol. 1. 
123p. (mimeographed) New 
Orleans, Louisiana State Mu- 
seu, 1940. 

HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Transcription 
of parish records of Louisiana. 

No. 26. Jefferson parish (Gretna). Series 
1. Police jury minutes. vol. 8, 
1905-1912. vol. 9, 1912-1918. 
(mimeographed ). New Orleans, 
1940. 

No. 24. Iberville parish (Plaquemine). 
Series 1. Police jury minutes. 
vol. 3, 1901-1916. University, 
L. S. U., 1940. 

JauNcKE, Ernest Lee—Smokestacks and pay- 
rolls. An address before the members of 
the Southeastern regional clearing house 
association. 12p. n.p.n.p.n.d. 

An address made by the Director of the 

La. Dept. of Commerce and Industry 

pointing out the progress made in develop- 

ing the economic and financial resources 
of the state since the establishment of the 
department four years ago, and suggesting 
the further opportunities to be developed. 

Kine, Jack—Confessions of a poker player. 
209p. N. Y., Ives Washburn, 1940. 

Here is a book which should delight the 

poker player, so rich is it with enthusiasm 

for the game. The author is an Orleanian 
and a former newspaper reporter. 


Lauvrtere, Emite—Histoire de la Louisiane 
francaise. 445p. University, L. S. U. press, 
1940. 

The author of the fine study on the Acad- 
ians, “La Tragédie d’un Peuple”, now in 
this history of Louisiana, looks upon a lost 
French colony over a hundred years after 
its loss to France. He studies the mistakes 
of the national colonial policy, re-interprets 
historical characters and evaluates the 
French survivals in Louisiana. 

Professor Lauvriére in writing this work 
had access to the original sources in the 


French archives and moreover spent many 
months in Louisiana as visiting professor 
at L. S. U. 

Louisiana Dept. of CoMMERCE AND INDUs- 
try. Tourists Bureau.—This is Louisi- 
ana. 259p. Baton Rouge, 1940. 

A handy handbook packing in its pages 
much information on Louisiana, its peo- 
ple and its parishes. 

Louisiana. Division of EMPLOYMENT Se- 

curity.—Monthly report of activities. v.1, 
no.1, Sept. 1940. 
Publications of the State Dept. of Labor 
covering the wide range of its activities 
listed under the Division of Employment 
Security. 

Louisiana. Dept. or ConseRvATION.—An- 
thropological study no. 3. Crooks site, a 
Marksville period burial mound in La 
‘Salle parish, La. 148p. New Orleans, 1940. 

Louisiana. Dept. oF CoNnsERVATION. GEO- 
LocicaL Survey—Geological pamphlet no. 
2. Preliminary report on ground water 
conditions at Alexandria, La. 54p. New 
Orleans, 1940. 

Louisiana. Dept. or Eoucation—Nineteenth 
annual report for the session 1938-1939. 
238p. Baton Rouge 1940. 

Louisiana State MuseumM—Biennial report 
of the Board of curators for 1938-39. 85p. 
New Orleans, 1940. 

Louisiana State University. Liprary SCHOOL 
—A Southern bibliography; historical fic- 
tion 1929-1938, compiled by Janet Margaret 
Agnew. (Bibliographical series no. 2) 80p. 
University, L. S. U., 1940. 

—A Southern bibliography; poetry 1929- 
1938, compiled by Janet Margaret Agnew. 
(Bibliographical series no. 3) 47p. Uni- 
versity, L. S. U., 1940. 

These two bibliographies done with the 
same careful scholarship as was evident in 
the first, fiction 1929-1938, are indispens- 
able aids to the study of southern literature. 

Nix, James THomas—A Surgeon reflects. 

115p. University Louisiana state university 
press, c1940. 
Reflections, recollections, words of a quiet 
courageous philosophy by a physician who 
has endeared himself to thousands whom 
he has healed. 
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Orveans Levee Boarp. Stupy CommitTEE— 
Report. 13p. (mimeographed) 1940. 

Parsons, Epwarp ALEXANDER—The noble art 

of printing. 42p. N. O. Louisiana his- 
torical quarterly, 1940. 
Testimony from his contemporaries bear- 
ing upon Gutenberg as the father of print- 
ing collected with fine enthusiasm on the 
occasion of the 500th Anniversary of the 
invention of printing by one who knows 
books and loves them. 

Peattie, Donatp Cutross — Audubon’s 

America. 329p. Boston, Houghton Mifflin 
co., 1940. 
What is more fascinating than to see Amer- 
ica through the trained eye and sensitive 
soul of the observer, who in this case is 
John James Audubon. The editor has 
striven to present the commentator of peo- 
people and customs and scenes, to show 
Audubon, the writer, but the brilliant per- 
sonality of the artist-ornithologist breaks 
through and colors these scenes whose ex- 
tent is practically the length of North 
America. 

RicHarpson, WiLLt1aM—Journal from Boston 

to the Western country and down the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. 
40p. N. Y., Valve Pilot Corporation, 1940. 
In order to emphasize early means of travel 
the editors have published these highly in- 
teresting excerpts from the diary of Wil- 
liam Richardson who came from Boston to 
New Orleans in 1815. Showing himself to 
be a keen observer, Mr. Richardson com- 
ments with great vividness on the health, 
housing and manners of the people he en- 
counters on his journey. 
In 1938 the Valve Pilot Corporation pub- 
lished William Richardson’s narration of 
his land journey from Boston to New Or- 
leans. 

Sureveport Poetry Society — Red River 
sand, by members of the Shreveport poetry 
society of Shreveport, Louisiana. 56p. Si- 
loam Springs, Bard D press, 1940. 

A very creditable collection, ranging from 
quiet contemplative musings to poignant 
longings. 

Turane University oF Loutstana—Bulletin 
serjes 41, no. 15, Nov. 1940. Graduate 


school. Abstracts of theses, 1940. 122p, 
New Orleans, Tulane university, 1940. 
A year’s record of scholarship at Tulane, 
Particular attention is called to the Lou 
isiana subjects dealing with schools, ship 
building in Confederate New Orleans, 
the theatre, social history, etc. 

Usuer, Ernet Wicut anp Gray, Marios 

Geppincs—Food for gourmets. 222p. New 
Orleans, Rogers printing co. 1940. 
An addition to the bibliography of Lov. 
isiana cookery is always welcome but this 
contribution is particularly so with its fine. 
collection of recipes supplemented by more 
modern ones for home or camp, all of 
which sustain the tradition that cooking is 
still a fine art in Louisiana. Adequately 
illustrated with fine photographs. This is 
a limited autographed edition. 


FICTION (JUVENILE) 


Knox, Rose B.—Cousin’s luck. 258p. N 

Y., Macmillan co., 1940. 
A children’s story of the Louisiana bayou 
sugar country which came to life through 
the yellowed pages of a children’s paper 
kept over fifty years ago. 

Le Granp—Augustus goes South. 128p. In- 
dianapolis, Bobbs-Merrill co., c. 1940. 
Augustus of Iowa and Albert of the Evan- 
geline country set out in search of Lafitte’ 
buried treasure. What can befall two littl 
boys on the bayous and in the marshy 
thickets of Louisiana “docs beat all” as Ma 
said to Mrs. Gaspard. 


NEW MAGAZINES 


Home Garpveninc. Endorsed by the New Or 
leans garden society. Camilla Bradley, ¢. 
Published monthly by the Rogers Priat 
ing co., New Orleans. v.1, no.1, Oct. 194. 
An attractive and informative magazine, # 
much needed guide for southern garde 
ers. 

Tue Pexican. A house organ for those 
terested in printing and advertising, pub 
lished monthly by Pelican press, inc., New 
Orleans. v.1, no.l, November 1940. 
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The Dallas branch of The 
Macmillan Company serves 
most of the libraries in Lou- 
isiana and hopes to serve all 


of Shem. Christmas 


Please order your Mac- 
millan books — one or a 


hundred — directly from us Greetings 


or from a bookseller who 
will, in turn, order from us. 


cnn ue 
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Meemillan Company Gaylord © Bros., Inc. 
Ross Avenue and Akard St. 
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